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Heritage   of   Britons 

It  may  probably  be  said  that  every  one 
of  us  in  this  room  are  Britisli  citizens  by 
birth,  and  most  of  you  within  a  half  cen- 
tury. Every  one  of  you  will  admit  that 
to  grow  up  within  the  bounds  and  amid 
tlie  privileges  of  Britons  is  to  lack,  at  least 
in  some  measure,  in  appreciation  of  the 
wide  range  of  benefits  and  enjoyments  to 
whicli  we  have  been  heirs,  without  stopping 
very  often  to  think  how  mucli  we  have  to 
be  thankful  to  our  forefathers  for. 

I'erhaps  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  nioi" 
apt  illustration  than  to  relate  an  incident 
in  wliich  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beerl  er  and 
Col.  Robt.  G.  Ingersoll  were  the  principals. 
Beecher  dropped  into  a  seat  in  a  railway 
coach  one  day  beside  Ingersoll,  and  the  two 
were  soon  discussing  the  topics  of  the  day. 
After  a  time  Beecher  referred  to  a  large 
parcel  lie  had  with  him,  and  started  to  un- 
wrap it.  It  proved  to  be  a  beautiful  globe 
map  of  the  world,  very  accurately  and  hand- 
somely executed.  Ingersoll  was  all  admir- 
ation, and  presently  exclaimed:  "Who  nuulc 
It?"  "Oh,  no  one  made  it;  it  just  happen- 
ed," was  Beecher's  reply.  Ingersoll  was  so 
taken  aback  that  lie  left  the  seat  and  the 
car.  This  is  about  the  attitude  we  some- 
times assume  towards  the  benefits,  the 
privileges,  ihe  institutions  by  whicli  we  are 
surrounded.  Thi  y  are  here,  and  as  far  as 
wo  care  they  may  always  have  been  here. 
We  enjoy  them  tor  the  same  reason  that 
those  who  were  Iwfore  us  enjoyed  them. 
But  this  is  not  a  true  analysis  of  the  situ- 
ation. Many  of  the  privileges,  benefits  and 
institutions  around  us  today  are  the  results 
secured  often  through  great  hardships  and 
as  tlie  outcome  of  determined  effort  and 
prolonged  agitation  o!i  tiie  part  of  tliou" 
who   bequeathed   them   to  us. 

Among  tlie  most  coniiiion  institutions  in 
our  possession  today  is  our  means  of  doing 
our  trading. 

Our  Medium  of  Exchange 
How  did  it  arrive?     Wiience  did  it  come- 
To  appreciate    tlie   convenience   by   whicli 
our    trading    is   done    today,    we    shall    have 
to    look    back    upon    other    days    and    the 
inelliods  and  means  used  in  ffinner  times. 


Canada  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  newest 
of  the  nations;  this  is  partly,  but  only  part- 
ly, true.  If  we  are  gjing  to  ''.eflne  Canada 
as  that  guerdon  of  provinces  reaching  from 
coast  to  coast  across  this  broad  crntinent 
at  its  broadest  part,  then  Canada  is  the 
newest  of  nations.  In  that  sense,  Canada 
had  no  existence  fifty  years  ago  today,  for 
we  still  lack  more  than  three  months  of 
reaching  our  semi  centennial  o<  the  Confed- 
eration of  four  great  provinces,  while  it 
was  only  on  September  1st,  1905,  that  the 
Provinces  of  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta 
were  in^iugurated,  and  only  on  May  15th, 
1912,  were  the  boundaries  of  Quebec,  On- 
taiio  and  Manitoba  extended,  by  which  the 
latter  graduated  from  its  aforetime  dimen- 
sions, when  it  was  known  as  the  postage 
stamp  province. 

In  another  aad  a  deeper  sense,  Canada 
as  a  united  body  politic,  as  contrasted  with 
the  many  and  varied  provincialisms  of  even 
fifty  years  ago.  Is  a  brand  new  nation.  It 
has  taken  two  wars  of  the  Empire  to  fuse 
the  Canada  that  Is  from  the  elements  that 
existed  one  hundred  or  even  fifty  years  ago, 
while  at  the  siime  time  the  process  was 
at  work  in  tliat  larger  sense  by  which  the 
Kmpire  is  being  crystallized  as  never  be- 
fore. 

In  all  this  Canada  is  the  newest  of  the 
nations,  but  there  are  other  methods  by 
which  to  measure  Canada's  age. 

Cabofs  landfall,  somewhere  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  June  '24th,  1497. 
The  edict  of  Louis  XM  of  France,  by  which 
the  territory  in  wliat  i«  now  Nova  Scotia, 
'Jew  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island 
was  given  a  Governor  from  Europe,  was 
dated  June  15th,  1540.  The  name  of  Stad.i- 
cona  was  changed  to  Quebec  by  Samuel  de 
Cliamplain  on  July  Srd,  lfi08.  and  Hendric 
Hudson  anchored  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
which  will,  as  long  as  the  world  lasts,  keep 
his  name  on  the  lips  of  men,  on  November 
1st,  xaVK  Landmarks,  more  enduring  than 
the  Hag  poles  erected  by  the  men  who  were 
first  at  such  outposts  as  these,  but  now  in 
all  stages  of  decay  and  ruin,  mark  the  sites 
of  the  early  work  of  the  governor,  tlie  mis- 
sionary, the  explorer  and  the  trader  of  some 


ceiituries  ago  at  least.  In  iliese  respects 
Canada  is  far  from  new:  wliile  if  vt-  stop 
to  compaie  even  tlie  date  of  Ca'.mt's  land- 
inK  with  the  age  of  (Jreece,  fal»stine, 
Kgypt.  Syria  and  liahylon,  ihen  Canada  is 
still  yonnj,'. 

Hut  years  do  not  eonstitnte  the  only  gani;.' 
by  wliirli  to  measure.  Von  liave  seen  eliil- 
dren  of  eislit  or  ten  with  faces  old  cnoii^ii 
10  give  the  impression  of  adult  experience. 
This   is   the   true    measure,   experience. 

In  tlie  matter  of  experience,  tlien,  we  will 
endeavor  to  show  that  Cinada  is  not  onlv 
the  newest,  but  also  amonir  the  oldest  )f 
the  nations.  The  way  by  whicli  tlie  people 
of  Canada  have  travelled  from  tlie  earliest 
days  of  Knropean  occupation  until  the 
present,  bears  ail  the  marks  that  illustraLC 
the  age  of  countries  whose  age  is  calculat.'d 
in  millenniums  in  place  of  centuries. 

Away  down  by  the  sea,  th..  remains  of 
at  least  two  buildings,  one  the  seat  of  auth- 
ority, the  throi'.e  room  of  the  Viceroy  of 
France,  the  other  a  munitions  warehou.-e 
of  the  same  autliority.  mark  the  impact  of 
Kuropean  civilization  and  occupation,  on  a 
territory  in  which  stone  had  never  before 
been  used  for  the  construction  of  a  build- 
ing. At  this  .si.ine  spot,  or  rather  at  these 
same  spots,  for  they  are  a  few  miles  ap.irt, 
one  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  aboriginal 
Americans  was  incorixirated  into  the  new- 
order  of  tilings,  and  adopted  by  the  new- 
comers in  Iheir  intercourse  with  the  na- 
tives. 

Again,  most  of  you  read  the  Credit  Mens 
.lournal.  In  a  recent  issue  of  thai  magazine 
Champlains  habitation  was  illustrated.  This 
little  comimmity.  built  upon  the  sill  washed 
up  on  th.'  shore  of  the  river  at  the  foot 
of  the  Oibraltar  of  ,\merica,  answered  for 
the  colony  planted  there  by  Cliamplain,  for 
piirliainent  buildings,  government  house,  de- 
partmental buildings,  agricultural  college. 
cathedral,  armory  and  barracks. 

The  beginnings  of  religion,  of  education, 
of  medicine,  of  ag-iculture,  of  law.  Th.' 
debates  or  elocutionary  contests  betwi en 
civil  and  military  authorities,  the  records 
of  the  deceit  and  knavery  of  the  Intend- 
ants,  graft  charges,  and  the  means  tak.>ii 
to  Iiiniiel  thiin,  and  the  etloits  in  turn  .>f 
the  government  in  Krance  to  explore  the 
tunnels  Tle'se  nre  only  a  few  of  the 
things  that  go  to  demonstrate  tliat  hidden 
among  the  musty  archives  are  records  th  it 
are  by  no  means  new.  .\nv  of  these  items 
would  well  pay,  in  real  enjoyment,  the  in- 
vestigator who  will  apply  the  imaginaMon 
to  make  these  dusty  memorials  of  the  jia-t 
breathe    with    the   red    corpiiscl.s   of   life. 
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Just  as  insistent  in  its  demands  to  bel 
taken  into  the  Kuropean  i  iistnms  in  vog.te' 
in  these  eastern  parts  of  Canada  as  wen 
the  Kuropean  manners  to  lie  saddled  upon 
the  natives,  was  the  age  old  monetary  sys 
tein  of  the  aborigines.  This  was  a  two- 
fold system,  exchange  by  ba-ter  and  pur 
chase  and  sale.  The  means  of  purchase 
aiu.  ^ale  before  the  advent  of  foreign  in- 
lluence   was  and   is   still   known   as 

Wampum 

These    little    rings    of    bone    do    not    look  I 
very   much  like  money.     Xo  ,,ne  here  would 
like    to   accept    these    in    exchange    for   vo'ir 

labor  or  co idities  that  von  h.ave  for  sale 

In  the  old  days,  however,  these  little  disc; 
were  so  much  a  part  of  tlie  institutions 
that  they  had  an  authorized  value,  equal 
to  about  one  cent  each,  and  blue  ones  of 
the  saiiK'  dimensi(nis  of  two  cents. 

Kxe-ange  b>  barter,  the  other  method  of 
exchaiig  ■,  Is  more  or  less  familiar  to  us  all: 
ill  the  lines  of  modern  swapping,  as  it  is 
commonly  called:  barter,  as  it  was  express- 
ed 111  the  earlier  days.  I'robably  we  would 
say,  if  asked  the  question,  when  did  tlie 
practice  of  barter  begin?  that  the  advent 
ol  the  Kuropean  was  the  commencement 
of  barter:  but  tliat  is  not  correct.  The  bar- 
ter Iribit  was  an  old  and  well  established 
custom  when  Cartier  traded  his  first  jack 
knives  and  beads  with  the  Micniac  Indians 
tor  furs. 

TIh>    disiribntion    of 
many  workmen   in   the 

►Til  high  explosive  shells,  will  serve  to  ilKis- 
Irate  the  degree  to  which  media  ileal  skill 
IS  analyzed  and  diiecte<l  in  these  davs.  skill 
as  highly  developed  as  for  the  Mnest  watch- 
''s,  so  that  we  congratulate  ourselves  i« 
manufacturers,  that  in  this  resm-ct  we  have 
reached  the  highest  point  of  excellenc". 
Tliis  is  without  doubt  very  iiei>-  the  truth 
Hut  witlmut  investigation,' most  of  us  he;-.' 
lonight  would  make  bad  guesses  as  to  the 
proticiency  of  the  aborigines  of  Noith  Am- 
<  rica.  in  many  lines  of  prodnctUm  and  man- 
..lacturi'. 

Kxamiiie  tie's.,  little  wampum  washer^, 
fairly  uniform,  considerin.g  they  are  made 
by  hand,  with  tools  made  of  stone  and  witli- 
out  any  standard  g.iuge  by  which  to  secure 
unifonniiy. 

Conipar.'  these  arrow-lnad.- :  look  care- 
fully at  tletii  How  inaii\-  distinctly  differ- 
ent models  are  represented?  Just  as  they 
happened  ti  conie  out  of  the  hands  ()f  the 
m.iker,   you   say.      Not   by   any   mean-.      T!ie 
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dfls  ii-prfM  nlrd  licrc  .ire  fvcry  one  of 
Ih'JU  specimens  o!  chisses  into  wlii.ii 
Iniost  every  Indian  arrowliead  can  be 
livided.  livery  form,  and  every  teatnre  of 
very  form,  siiown  was  so  maniifactiir-'d 
)r   some   specif'"   purpose. 


ne)t  look 
re  would 
for   yoMr 

for  sale, 
lie  discs 
ititutio'is 
le,    cfiual 

ones   of 

etiiod  uf 

o  us  all: 

as   it   is 

express- 

e  would 

did    the 

advent 

ncemetit 

The  bar- 

ahlislied 

■St   jacli 

Itidians 


aiiionji 
lie  mod- 
to  illus- 
■al  skill 
ys,  skill 
t  watv'li- 
Ives  ;is 
ve  have 
■ellence, 
e  truth, 
us  here 

to  the 
th  Am- 
kI  man- 

•asiu'i'^. 

e   made 

id  Willi 

secure 


\  care- 
■  differ- 
IS  they 
of  the 
^      T!io 


There   lias   be<'n   no  aliiiosplieric   or   other 
ction,  such  as  rust,  or  by  water,  to  clKUiKe 
1    the    slightest    decree,    unless    in    case    of 
dual   breaking  of  any   of  these  specimens, 
'hey   are  exactly   as   they    left    the    maker's 
ands.    fifty,    one    hundred,    or    a    tlinusaiul 
ears   ago.      i;;ic!i    one    of   tliese    items    is    a 
iiiiph    fact  of  alioriKinal    niaiuifacture.    Let 
>  set  'uir  imaKination  at   work.     KusloK.ip 
The     .Master."     is     indeed     a     master     tlint 
rrow-head  manufacturer.     Mis  works  are  at 
starved  Hock,  on  the  .\Iis.-issippi.     His  repa- 
ation  as  a  reliable  producer  of  accurately 
iiui  .:niforinly  executed  arrow-lieads  extends 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Vallev  of  the 
.Mississippi.     So  far.  so  i;ood :   l)ut   Kuslokap 
annot  build  a  canoe;  he  cannot  even  make 
basket,  or  an  eart'aeii   dish   for  his  dusky 
pouse    to    boil    the    roots    for    his    noonday 
meal   in      Why  can   he   not   do  these   things 
when    he    can    m.ike    arrow  lieads    so    well? 
He  cannot  build  a  canoe  because  the  birc:i. 
the    cedar,    the    fir    tree    does    not    grow    at 
the  bend  of  tlie  river  where  is  situated  his 
home  camp.      He   cannot   make   baskets   be- 
cause  the   willow   and    the   basswood   is    not 
II  native  of  liis  district,  and  he  canno-.  mak' 
bowl  of  the   clay   under  his   feet,   because 
that  kind  of  clay  will  not  h-nd  itself  to  the 
manufacture  of  bowls,   and  anyway  he  lias 


in 


baskets   in   which 
wliic'.i   to   bake   it. 


to  form  the  bowl  and 


Indian    Manufactures 

lUit     Kuslokap.     the     master     arioiv-aead 
maker,    has    heard    of    Naskajii.    who    livf>s 
where    the    willow    abounds,    and    wlio    lias 
sreat  skill  in  the  production  of  baskets  and 
the  like:   and  away  to  the  west  are  a  band 
of  Indians,  every  man  and  woman  of  which 
are  noted   for  their  ability   in   tiie   manufac- 
ture   of    earthen    dishes    for    all    purposes. 
dishes   that   will   stand    heat   and   cold,   wet 
and   dry.  all   the  adventures   of   camp   life; 
ind    yet    again    Kuslokap    knows    also   of   a 
tribe   p.way   to   the  north,   on   the   banks   of 
the  Kwas.ind.  where  erow  tlie  hr,  the  hick- 
!f)r\ ,  the  taniarac.  tlie  birch   and   the  cedar, 
iliere    the    hedgehop    abounds.      Here    W.i- 
[>asso.  renowned  builder  of  canoes,   and   his 
tribesmen,  eacli   skilled   in   some  one  of  the 
Idetails  of  the  gatherinR.  curing  and  prepar 
[Ing  of  the  raw  materials,  or  in  tlie  blending 
[these    into    canoes    for     various     purposes. 


Here  Kuslokap  may  buy  for  wampum,  or 
if  he  is  short  of  wampum  he  may  barter  to 
good  advantage  'lis  drills,  knives,  scrapers, 
adzes,  hatchets  (for  Wabasso  needs  all 
these  in  his  shipyard  I  for  a  canoe,  whether 
he  needs  a  large  or  small  one.  wlietlier  it 
he  for  a  compact,  heavy  or  a  light  and 
bulky  load,  wiiether  his  design  is  to  at- 
trait  with  the  !)•  auty  and  tleotnesr-  of  lii.> 
craft  tlie  dudiy  maiden  who.se  charms  have 
ni  ver  left  his  memory  since  first  lie  saw 
her;  or  should  he  reciuire  a  bark  for  a 
long  and  weary  journey,  one  which  >vill 
answer  the  pressure  of  the  paddle  easily, 
and  yet  will  bear  a  weighty  hwd;  any  one 
of  these  or  all.  if  lie  has  tlie  barter  iiattdy, 
Kuslokap.  the  master  maker  of  arrow- 
can  secure  from 
builder  of  water 
look  again  at 
is  not  tlie  only 
are    made.      Here 


the   renowned   ^V.v- 

ci-aff. 

these  arrow-hea  Is. 
material  of  whic  i 
are   arrow-lieads   of 


heads, 
liasso. 

Hut 
Flint 
tiiey 

<late.  i|iiartzite.  obs^idiau,  c'lert,  jasper  ■.•.nd 
or(Mnary  stone;  and  notice  not  only  arrow- 
heads of  man  forms  and  fur  many  uses,  'mf 
ai;;o  drills,  liatchets.  adzes  scrapers,  knives, 
spears  and  axes-  these  again  in  vari  )iis 
materials. 

In  their  intercourse  with  otie  anotlier,  in 
times  of  i>eace.  of  course,  these  all  became. 
to.;"ther  with  the  wamp;.m.  'iieaiis  of  p\- 
cl'.ange  ;.nd   bM'ter, 

Wampuni  \>as  authorized  and  its  vilue 
lixed  frcun  very  early  limes  in  the  trans 
actions  passing  betwcon  the  Europo.ins, 
French,  Spanish.  Portuguese  or  KngUsii  and 
the  natives.  In  the  course  of  time,  however. 
It  was  found  not  to  work  out,  as  the  na 
fives  seldom  if  ever  wanted  wampuia.  They 
had  their  eye  on  tl'.e  powder  or  salt,  tlie 
calico  or  the  blanket,  t!ie  gun  or  the  mm, 
in  exch.U'ge  for  whatever  they  had  to  oPer, 
;  nd  thus  the  wampum  would  become  a  drui; 
.)n  the  iiiai  ket  au'i  of  little  or  no  use  to  the 
iiaJer,  n  whose  hands  it  was  most  apt  to 
acciuiiulaie  In  the  year  1670  tlie  aiitliori- 
ties  in  l''rencli  Canada  tlirrefore  formally 
d,-nominatized  wampuni. 

In  centres  Hk{'  .\nnapolis,  Qutuee,  Micl  ili- 
iiiackinac.  Cataraciui,  the  neod  of  small 
change  (for  which  tlie  wampum  liad  r.erved 
admirably,  having  had  a  lixed  value  of  about 
"lie  cent  for  the  white  and  two  cents  for 
blue)  soon  after  the  banishment  of  wampum 
made  itself  felt,  and  as  time  wei.t  on  be- 
<aiiie  a  matter  of  no  small  inc.nivenience 
to  all  concerned.  Hut  necessity  knows  no 
law.  and  the  situiition  became  such,  'iwing 
to  the  fact  tliat  the  home  authorities,  who 
had  put  the  banns  upon  wampum,  had  not 
made  any  provision  for  si.nething  to  take 
its    place,    that    tlie    Intendant    at    Quebec, 


JiiC(|iies  (lt>  Moiilles,  hit  upon  a  scli«ine  tluit 
was  used  with  iiioro  or  less  sati  i:'.i,li:)ii 
for  well  on  towards  a  cciitiiry.  Kor  fiftet-n 
years,  exceiHiiiK  t^ic  (tccas.ioiis  hen  the 
liome  Kovernniciit  wore  forced,  for  fear  of 
th»  fonsciiiieiK'cs,  to  forward  tlie  laoiiev  fur 
llie  ixiyineiit  of  ihr  adniinislrative  L\\|,oii;es. 
salaries  of  the  iitlicers  of  the  colou/,  .-d-'^tA 
of  the  inilitiii,  etc,  tiies."  wm-  iii..  only 
times  when  money  w:is  available  lor  use 
amoni;  tlu'  coloMis's.  when  it  almost  auto- 
matically Kravitated  into  the  liands  of  tlic 
traders,  wlio  in  turn  wonld  have  to  s.'ud  it 
back  to  Fr.ince  in  order  to  pay  their  hiils 
for  -'oods  already  received,  and  to  seL'iire 
additional  supplies  in  increased  tiuantities 
to  meet  I  he  Krowing  need:-^  of  their  con- 
stituencies. 

Card   Money 

On  September  LMtli,  16S.'),  t!ie  tn-.isur-:- 
of  the  colony  at  Quebec  notified  the  lioine 
government  of  the  expedient  he  had  work  m1 
out  for  use  of  the  community.  In  justili  a- 
tion  of  the  proceedinR.  lie  narrates  a  UUe 
as  harrowing  as  any  credit  man  here  ev(  r 
had  poured  into  his  ears  by  a  debtor  in  an 
effort  to  secure  an  extension  of  time  or  fur- 
ther line  of  credit  accommodation.  For 
eight  months,  this  letter  goes  on  to  state, 
from  January  to  August,  the  King's  treas- 
urer had  from  his  own  private  chest  paid 
the  tradespeople  for  the  supplies  of  the 
vice-regal  household,  the  wages  of  the  sol- 
dler.s,  the  workmen  and  work  women  whom 
it  was  absolutely  essential  to  employ  that 
the  King's  busiinesH  should  be  conducted  in 
an  efficient  and  a  fitting  manner.  Ihit 
the  money  chests  of  even  King's  provinfi.il 
treasurers  have  their  limits,  and  that  of 
Intendant  Jacques  de  Meulles  was  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  When  he  had  suece.is- 
fuHy  pas.sed  the  eighth  monthly  rounds  of 
demanus,  he  had  reached  the  end  of  iiis 
personal  resources,  and  had  simplv  been 
forced  to  act  upon  the  plan  which  h.'  nad 
been  resourceful  enough  to  evolve,  [book- 
ing about  him,  he  had  discovered  playing 
cards  in  abundance,  apparently,  and  bv  cut- 
ting these  in  halves  and  quarters,  the"  num- 
ber of  them  will  be  multiplied  accordingly. 
and  in  addition  specific  significance  would 
be  .secured.  Imagine  this  man,  this  genius, 
within  the  recesses  ot  his  own  fertile  brain, 
patting  himself  on  the  back  and  crying 
exultantly.   Eureka!     Eureka! 

Why  not  make,  a.s  officials  of  larger  do- 
mains make,  a  colonial  issue  of  money,  not 
silver  or  gold  but  card  money,  imprint  the 
seal  of  tho  realm,  and  lo!  real  money: 
then  issue  a  manifesto  to  the  common  herd 


and  order  them  to  recognizt  it  wit.i  just 
Die  same  conlidence  tliat  they  do  the  silver 
and  ,eold  of  France  This  is  exactly  what 
happened,  and  the  ingenious  finance"  minis- 
ter apparently  neither  won  tlie  approval  iioi' 
reaped  the  wratli  of  the  King  or  his  gov- 
ernment. 

.\  (,uarter  of  a  playing  card,  witli  the 
impression  of  the  seal  of  the  treasurer  in 
wax.  tlie  value  fifteen  sols,  and  the  auto- 
graph of  tlie  Intendant.  became  le.gal  cur- 
rency for  that  amount:  half  a  card  became 
twenty  sols,  and  a  whole  card  four  .'rancs, 
or  about  e(|ual  to  tiftpen,  tweiitv  and  eignty 
<'eiits  of  our  money.  These  values  were 
adopted,  as  it  peniiilte<l  the  treasurer  to 
pay  the  soldier  his   wages   in   exact   change 

The  seal  ol'  auihi.rity  used  by  this  In- 
tendant was  in  the  form  of  a  crowned  circle, 
within  whicli  were  enclo.^od  three  t1eur-de- 
lis. 

We  !;ave  had  some  experience  in  the  past 
I'  w  years,  watcliing  the  elfect  upon  the 
money  market  of  the  tloaling  of  loans,  vil- 
la.ue  and  miiniripal  lojins,  logins  civic  and 
politic,  loans  of  tlie  Dominion  and  of  the 
mother  country.  How  did  tile  people  of 
old  Canada  receive  the  propositi  to  estah- 
lisli  a  local  currency?  Just  as  a  loyal  people 
should,  exactly,  with  open  arms;  just  as 
some  of  tlie  energetic  and  far-seeing  people 
of  tiiat  |«irt  of  Canada  that  lies  towards 
the  setting  sun  from  old  Canada  have  in 
these  latt.f  days  -almost  falling  over  each 
other  in  tlie  effort  to  secure  some  of  the 
good  stiitT  before  the  supply  was  exhausted: 
I'or  instance,  sunset  subdivisions  adjacent  to 
embryonic  cities  of  the  plain  and  El  Dorados 
ol  the  iiiountains:  roel;  cor-ier  lots  in  I'rince 
Kupert.  that  would  have  been  a  great  spot 
for  Kuslokap  to  import  liis  Hint  from,  had 
lie  known  of  it. 

Hut  even  good  ((uality  of  (ard  stock,  as 
the  stationery  dealer  would  tell  us,  will, 
because  of  constant  handling  and  carrying 
become  cracked  and  smudgy.  When  this 
took  place  provision  had  to  he  made  for 
Its  redemption.  So  d^  Muelles  would  have 
his  clerks  prepare  new  card  inonev  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old,  and  also  i"iew  card 
money  to  pay  tiie  new  debts  ot  the  adtnin- 
istration,  until  the  people  began  to  realize 
that  even  with  the  coal-of-arms  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  various  signatures  of  the 
authorities  attached,  these  bits  of  paste- 
board were  fast  assuming  their  true  value 
as    bits   of   pasteboard   only. 

The  despair  of  the  Intendant  had  only 
been  pushed  back  a  few  years.  Xow  again 
he  must  take  up  his  appeal  to  the  King 
with   greater   emphasis,   or   tlu-   people    will 
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he  in  distress,  wliile  tlie  traders  will  be 
bankrupt  and  tlie  administration  will  be  in 
very    bad    repute. 

Wlien  the  Iiitendaiit  became  desperate, 
tlieii  tile  IvinK  and  his  government  would 
(oiiie  to  the  rescue  by  paying  up  all  the 
debts,  and  the  colony  would  secure  tliere'iy. 
as  it  were,  a  new  lease  of  life.  The  King 
wuuld  also  confirm  tlie  outsUinding  card 
money  to  date,  and  tliis  would  lielp  for  some 
time  iii'o  tlie  future,  when  the  old  condi- 
tions would  again  begin  to  sliow  themselves 
and  tlie  colony  would  be  in  as  critical  a 
state  as  ever:  Uius  would  tlie  cycle  of  for- 
tune ;ind  iiiisfortuiie  follow  one  another  in 
line   (irder. 

The  illustrations  subiuitted  .give  a  fair 
id. a  of  tlie  variety,  range  and  coiitiliuanee 
oi  tlie  practice  of  issuing  card  money,  and 
tlie  ultimate  solidity  with  wliich  it  l)ecame 
einhedded  among  the  customs  and  institu- 
tions. A  few  lines  will  serve  to  stale  the 
tacts  which  have  lK>coine  recorded  in  cou- 
nectitm  witli  this  interesting,  phase  of  tho 
evolution  of  the  monetary  enactments  and 
t!ie  means  adopted  to  provide  currency  wiili 
which  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  grow- 
in  i;   colony. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  on  record 
:iny  confirmation  by  the  King's  government 
ef  that  first  issue  by  the  colonial  treasurer 
in  16S."),  nor  can  there  be  found  any  t)'  tter 
authority  than  liis  own  for  his  successor 
in  office  for  an  issue  made  after  proclama- 
tion on  Xovembt  r  19tli,  1690;  nor  is  there 
available  any  statement  of  the  values  nor 
c|iiantities  of  tliis  issue. 

The  loss  in  Itjilii  of  a  vessel  with  a  cargo 
of  flour  and  pork  to  the  traders  and  habi- 
tants, in  pitynient  of  which  card  money  had 
lieen  issued  by  the  Governor,  in  the  belief 
that  when  the  vessel  reaclietl  the  Frencli 
seaport  the  King  would  order  payment,  and 
thus  some  real  money  would  arrive  in  the 
<iilony.  this  lost  vessel  created  a  new  con- 
dition It  does  not  appear  tliat  the  (iov- 
ernor  of  the  colony  recognized  the  entire 
loss  of  this  cargo,  and  tlie  circulation  of 
ue  value  in  card  money,  for  which,  of 
course,  now  no  value  existe  ,  as  any  reason 
wliy  a  new  issue,  for  a  new  cargo,  should 
not  be  made  in  1691.     The  sliipment  of  169! 
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niiioiiunately  met  tlie  same  fate  as  that 
1  1  1690,  and  it  went  to  tlie  bottom  of  the 
hoisterous  .Atlantic,  .\gain  in  1692  another 
cargo  was  paid  for  witli  a  new  issue  of 
card  money,  and  it.  strange  to  say.  was  lost 
at  se,i  Better  fortune  apparently  met  fur- 
ther shipments,  or  else  tlie  gi>me  had  been 
so  badly  overworked  that  the  people  re- 
fused   to   accept,   even    on    the  authority   of 


the  Viceroy,  card  money  for  which  all  trace 
of  representative  value  had  disappeared. 
The  Governor  had  reac.ied  the  limit  of  his 
credit,  just  as  it  h.apoens  that  once  in  a 
wliile  a  would-be  merchant  finds  that  he 
liad  failed  to  establish  himself  suffleiently 
in   the  good  graces  of  the  credit  man.. 

Other  issues  were  made  under  what  we 
might  term  orders-in-council  by  the  local 
authorities  under  dates  of  October  liOth. 
1699,  and  October  2;)rd,  1708.  There  is 
some  evidence  lor  the  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  card  money  by  this  time,  however, 
for  the  Mar(|uis  de  \'audreuil.  the  Governor- 
(ieiieral  (not  tlie  one  wuo  surrendered  Mont- 
real to  General  Amherst,  be  it  said)  re- 
|)oits  a  new  issue  on  October  1st,  1711,  in 
which  appear  record  of  .?.00;t  cards  of  50 
livres  each,  and  ^.000  of  10(i  livres  each,  or 
iiboiit  $40.00  and  $sn.nii  of  our  money.  Issue 
of  card  money  also  took  place  in  1702  and 
in   1714. 

Then  the  authorities  at  home  took  up  the 
matter,  and  proposed  to  substitute  metal 
money,  mostly  silver,  for  the  use  of  the 
colony,  and  forth  .vitli  abolished  the  card 
money  in  1717,  substituting  coins  bearing 
tlie  l<iiigs  head.  These,  liowever.  did  not 
prove  to  be  popular,  the  agitation  being  so 
emphatic  that  within  a  year,  on  March  2nd, 
171S,  the  prohihition  of  card  money  was 
reversed. 

('ard  money  was  authorized  by  royal  edict 
dated  March  2nd.  1729,  the  number  of 
pieces  and  values  of  which  made  a  total 
equal  to  $320.(100.00  of  our  money,  in 
amounts  of  $11.20.  $:•  60,  $2.80,  $1.40.  $1.00 
and  :'>0c  and  l.">c  respectively.  The  cards 
of  the  first  four  values  were  to  bear  the 
imprint  of  the  arms  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  to  be  signed  by  tlie  Governor, 
tlio  Lieutenant-General  and  the  Intendant. 
while  the  three  lowest  values  were  to  be 
sigiuHl  only  by  the  Controller  of  Marine  at 
Quebec.  Uoyal  edicts  followed  this  one 
rapidly.  The  coml>ined  values  of  this  of 
1729.  together  with  those  of  173:?,  1734, 
1738,  1742  and  1749.  reached  the  grand  total 
value  of  about  $800,000.00  of  our  money. 

On  October  l.itli.  17.")9,  five  weeks  after 
the  fall  of  Quebec,  the  French  Government 
repudiated  the  whole  of  its  liability  for  the 
card  money  in  circulation.  This,  of  course, 
would  throw  the  whole  colony  upon  its  own 
resources,  and  that  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
they  had  also  fallen  into  the  hands  of  alien 
conquerors. 

However,  on  June  29th.  1764.  after  the 
cession  of  the  colon  lO  Britain,  the  Council- 
of-State  decided   b>    decree   to   liquidate  all 


'■•'.'•'I  "i"li  ■>  llial  w;is  tl.,..i  (.lH>liill(lin«;.  thus 
bniirfiiif;  to  a  dost-  an  institution  which  iiail 
-erv(.(l  tlio  ()w)|)l..  of  its  y„nh  Amoricni 
colony  almost  ciiihty  years. 

'"""'"-    'lii'^    ■■^;i period     silver    l-rcnch 

•■oms    licKan    witli    a    (I.hiv..    oI    1 ,    xiv 

'I.Ucd   February   ll.ih,   IilTn.  i,,r  a   si.vcr  coin' 
"1    about    •;(.   ,cnis    ol-   our    mm.ucv.    ha,    now 
^aliicil.    Iroiii    :,     iiiniiisiiiaiic    ),„iiit    of    view 
:il   about   Jl'Uii.iiu. 

\ovcn,l„.r  isth  I.;:.',  was  the  ,laic  oC  an 
'"■'I'  '■  '"<•  :>  •■„in  of  aliout  1.-,  cents,  wliich 
1-^^  now  worth  about  *:'.-,.nu  ii  i„  ^,,(.,1  con- 
oMion, 

A  copper  coin  aiitluirixcd  bv  ord.M-in-coim- 
<■'!  '"■  -March  iltli.  1717,  is.ued  ai  a  valu,. 
under  J  cents  of  (uir  money,  if  in  -o„(|  con- 
dition   would    now    briuK   $L'lln.(iu   at   auction. 

.\  decree  of  .luth  January,  1744,  provided 
lor  two  bronze  coins,  one  of  4  cents  value 
the  other  of  J  c.nts:  tlie  former  is  now 
worth  about  *.-..(l(i.  while  the  latter  would 
hrint,'-  .'fion.un. 

Change    of    Flag 
On  July  -Cth.  17.-.,s.  at  LouisburK:   on  Sen- 
tember  l.ith,   17.^,9.  at   Quebec;    on  Jnlv  l'4tli 
at   NiaKMra,   and  on   September  Sth.   17t!n    -it 
.Montreal 

"The    last    day    came,    and    I'.ois    le    (irand 

Beheld    with    misty    eyes 
The    (hiK   of    France    run    down    the    stall 

And   that  of   KiiKlaml   rise.'- 

With  the  change  of  sovereign  and  Mag  it 
was  inevitable  that  a  change  in  coinage 
would  iilso  follow.  We  have  already  poiut- 
ed  out  what  happened  to  the  card'  monev 
of  the  f  pencil  regime.  The  silver  and  g.dd 
coinage,  however,  was  on  a  belter  basi.s 
as  an  international  means  of  exchange  ind 
did  not  cause  tlie  hardship  to  those 'who 
h^ld  It  that  tiie  card  money  did  during  the 
first   f,'w  years  of   ISriiish   occupation. 

.  The  iKibitant,  by  necessity  a  frugal  folk 
111  conse(iuei,cc  of  the  conditions  existing  in 
(  anada  up  to  and  since  the  c(ui(iuest.  had 
loiig  known  the  difference  in  the  purchasing 
va hie  of  card  money  and  that  of  siUvr  and 
Kold,  but  hundreds  of  thou-ands  of  francs 
of  card  money  were  in  .irculaiion,  while 
silver  and  gold  was  very  carefully  kept  out 
of  sight.  Hy  this  time.  also.  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  money  had  drifted  in  throii-h 
dealings  wit),  tin-  Itritish  American  colonies 
and  thes,-  coins  had  a  sonn^what  better 
standing  than  card  money,  but  owing  to 
tlieir  distance  from  country  of  issue  the 
state  of  war  of  , ..ins  and   fluctuations 


i"  llie  success  or  lailur  of  the  anus  of 
tliese  c.Hintries.  the  value  of  a  given  coin 
was  pi-ohlematical.  to  >my  the  least. 

Repudiation    Reversed 

The    decision    '.y    the    Conncil-in-SUite    in 

■raiKv  to  redeem  the  ca;d   monev  in  circu 

ation    was    ju.leed    a    blessing    to   the    babi 

lant.    and    was    the    means    of   a    great    deal 

ol    What    was    looked    upon    for   some    years 

as    almost    to    continue    t(»    hold    if  '  tlii.s 

redemption   enabled   the   useless   holders   in 

many    cases    to    turn    the    silver    and    gold 

'eceive.l    to.-    it    into    savings    and    bide    it 

•'«ay       iiie   broken   teapot  or  the  old   stock- 

;ng   hecanie   the   bank  of  the   habitant,  and 

II  all  accounts  are  true,  continued  for  long 

.vears    to    exercise    that    function,      Bv    the 

tune   the   card   money   was   all   redeemed   it 

was    estimated    that    there    was    in    Canada 

I  that    IS,    the    Province   of   Quebec   as    it   is 

today,  with  a  scatt.Ted  population  in  parts 

ot  Ontario!   at   least  a  million   pounds  .ster- 

Mig    hidden    away    in    the    First    National 

Banks    ot    the    Habitant-thai    is.    the    old 

;L"':'Vi'5'^    •""'    teapots   -say.    by    the    vears 
1  I  '>')-!  1,0. 

-Mnong  I  be  lirst  Acts  proclaimed  by  the 
new  Legislature  of  lx>wer  Canada  in  179- 
was  one  reviving  the  legality  of  wampum" 
aiming  at  tlie  relief  in  part  of  the  need  ot 
small   change. 

The  mixed  gola  and  .silver  coins  of  other 
than  French  and  Briti.sh  mints  continued 
to  give  trouble  in  arriving  at  anything  like 
a  lair  valuation.  In  179,i  an  Imperial  re-u- 
atinn  fixing  the  value  upon  a  standard 
hased  npou  tlie  average  intrinsic  worth  of 
the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Great  Britain 
I- ranee,  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  United 
States,  and  this  brought  a  measure  of  relief 
from   uncertainty  in   the  matter. 

There  was  another  need,  which  at  times 
<ame  in  a  great  deal  of  a-itation  for  a 
-solution  the  matter  of  copper  coins.  Manv 
ami  various  were  the  attempts  to  relieve  the 
constant  cry  for  coins  of  low  values.  The 
tokens,  as  they  are  called,  issued  bv  firms 
and  individuals,  partly  for  the  relief  of  a 
need,  and  partly  for  the  net  profit,  would 
make  an  interesting  collection.  Some  of 
these  were  purely  of  a  business  nature 
representing  a  loaf  of  bread,  the  tax  for 
crossing  a  bridge,  the  card  of,  membersliin 
'11  a  club,  a  glass  of  St.  Leon  Water  and 
111  lat(-r  years  a  railrtid  ticket,  and  many 
linns  simply  used  them  as  an  advertisement 
and  accepted  tiiem  in  part  payment  of  pur- 
chases at  their  stores. 
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I  Earliest    British    Coins 

At  least  two  coins  were  issued  I'roni  a 
patriotic  point  of  view  'I'licse  were  in  coiii- 
iiifiiiofation  of  tli,'  battle  of  Qiieenslon 
lleinlits.  and  represented  Sir  Isa.  ic  ltrocl(  as 
the  hero  of  I'pper  Canada  These  appear- 
ed in  ISl.'i  and  islti.  and  were  of  iialfpeiiii\ 
value. 

Also  in  IMa  a  penny  coin  idodiiced  iiy 
Sir  Isaac  Coffin,  on  tiie  (X'casion  of  liis  visit 
to  tlie  Magdalen  Islands,  royal  urant  of 
whicli  111'  liad  received  from  the  Cnnvn 
some  years  before.  His  intention  w.i  lo 
supply  the  colony  with  these,  and  a  lialf- 
peiiny  coin  as  well,  but  the  latter  was  never 
produced.     This  coin   is  sliown. 

Tlie  demand  for  a  standard  coin  of  lixed 
'alue  was  never  .lilly  met,  liowever,  until 
IS:17,  wlien  the  Hank  of  Montreal,  Hamiiie 
dii    I'eiiple,   the   City    Bank    and    llie   (Quebec 

J~  r.aiik  all  uiviled  in  producins  Iialfp. 
penny  coins  from  dies  exactly  alike 
respect,  except  for  a  very  minuli 
ill  tlie  name  on  the  rilibon  under  ti 
nil  the  reverse  of  eacii  coin.  Tlie 
are  on  the  table.  They  were  known 
taiits  because  of  tlie  haliitants  upon  them. 
Tlie  Bank  of  Montreal,  our  oldest  bank- 
iiii;  institution,  issued,  in  the  years  is:!?'  and 
1S:!S,  lialf  and  one  penny  coins  bavins;  a 
side  view  of  tlieir  biiildiiiK  upim  tliem. 
Tliese  are  known  to  collectors  as  "side 
views,"  and  are  very  rare. 

On    {•"eoruary    lOtli.    1S41.    Cpper    Canada 

(Ontario)      and     Lower     Canada      (tjuebe,') 

were    by    the    Canada    .\it    united    inti:     me 

province,  and  the  Bank  of  Montreal  became 

4  the   (lovernment    Bankers,    Montreal    liavini; 

'   been    cliosen    as    the    seat    of    Kovernmeut. 

,    This    bank    issued    a    new    lialf    penny    and 

I    penny  coin,  in  eacli   of  tlie  years   1S4L'.   ISM 

iind    lS4."i       These    are    represented    on    tlie 

talile     by     •liree     uncirculated     specimens. 

I'liere    is    only    one    copy    known    to    be    in 

existence  of  tlie  issue  of  ISI.'i.     It,  of  course, 

is  not  here. 

The    Bank    of    t'pper   Canada    issued 

lieiiny   and    penny   coins   in   llie  ye.irs 

l'^.■)l;.    l.S.")4,    1S,")7.      You    can    see    these 

with   two   pairs   in   die   varieties. 
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Provincial    Copper   Coins 

111  IM':!  tlie  I'rovince  of  Xova  Scoiia 
i>>iie(l  a  halfpenny  coin,  followed  by  lialf- 
P'liiiy  and  penny  in  IS.'I,  ls:!L',  lS4i',  IS4;! 
and  l,S,"it!;  in  Kstil  Iialf  cent  and  one  cent: 
IStiJ.  one  cent:  lStJ4.  half  cent  and  one 
cent. 

N'ew  Brunswick  issued,  on  tlie  authority 
of  tlie  provincial  Koverninent.  in  1S4:!,  lialf- 
Iienny  and  penny  coins,  and  asain  in  lS."i4. 
but  apparently   without  the  sanction   of  the 


liiiperi.il  ^;overiiiiieni  There  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  any  trouble  occasioned, 
liut  tlie  coins  have  always  lieen  looked  upon 
a-^  only  semiofficial.  In  iMil  also  were 
issued  one  cent  coins  \>y  aiitlioriiy,  and 
half  cent  by  mistake:  :,  i-rui,  10  cent  and 
■ja  cent  silver  coins  \veri  also  issued  by 
.New   Bruns'.'  icK   in  l  ,s   lS(iJ  .mil   lSti4 

Prince    Ki'ward    Is!  ,s   yoi.    know,      al 

not  come  into  Coiifede'atioii  until  ,Inly  1st. 
1S7:1.  Tliis  accounts  for  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment hiiviir.;  issued  over  two  million 
ei,'  cent  copper  coins  in  ISTl.  Tnis  is  ilie 
iiiil,\  coin  ever  issued  liv  the  Island  I'rov- 
ince with  tlie  sanction  of  the  Imperial  gov- 
ernment. 

.\s  wisterneis  you  will  be  interested  to 
know  tliat  not  only  .lid  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  issue  their  own  peculiar  coins  in 
the  year  1!>57  These  liad  a  relative  value 
of  one-eiL'htli,  oiie-i|iiarter,  onelialf  and  ivne 
beaver  skin,  the  beaver  skin,  we  are  in- 
formed, always  beiiiK  the  standard  of  value 
between  tlie  Cotnpany  and  the  Indians  at 
llie  outlying  tradinsr  post,  as  our  sold  stan- 
dard  is   16  to  1. 

Before  this,  liowever.  and,  of  course,  be- 
fore the  ainalKamation  of  tlie  two  com- 
lianies.  the  North-West  l-'ur  Company  issue;! 
a  token  to  represent  a  lieaver  skin  also,  in 
IS  20. 

Halifax  currency,  of  wliicli  probably  not 
many  here  have  ever  heard  before,  was 
the  value  placed  on  certain  money  sta.i- 
dards  in  177L',  from  tliat  date  until  .IS.'iS, 
in  all  the  British  .N'ortli  .American  prov- 
inces. Halifax  currency  was  calculated  on 
a  basis  of  li'  pence  equals  1  sliillii.g,  ."> 
sliillings  eiiuals  $IM.  and  $4.00  or  L'o  sliil- 
lings  eiiuals  otie  pound,  the  dollar  being 
the  Spanish  dollar,  containing  :!S.")  grains 
tine   silver. 

In  IStiJ  Britisli  Columbia  estalilislied  a 
mint  and  issued  a  few  ?10.(I0  and  |20.(I0 
gold  pieces  before  it  became  known  tliat 
siicli  procedure  was  illegal  until  authority 
by  a  royal  order  in-conniil  was  secured. 
Tliese  pieces  are  now  valued  up  to  $500. nO 
each,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they 
never  had  any  authorized  standing  as 
nioi,^.'. 

In  IS.'S  tile  I'rovince  of  Canada,  tiiat  is, 
the    I'liited    Provinces   of    I'pper  and    Lower 

Cana-'',   issued    I.lMMi.ooo  cent.   L.'iOO.OOO 

live  cent,  l,l'.")0.ii(iO  ten  cent  and  7.")0,O0O 
Uveiit.v  cent,  llie  lirst  in  copper  and  the 
other  three  in  silver,  of  course.  In  LS.")!) 
■an  issue  of  ll.oon.noo  eue  cent  coppers  was 
made. 

Confederation  took  placf^  July  1st,  lS(i7, 
but  it  was  nearly  tliree  years  liefiu'e  any 
issue   of   coins    was    iinide   bv    the    Dominion 


government.  In  ISTn  an  issue  of  4.">0,(>0o 
fifty  cont,  900,000  twenty-live  cent.  1,700,000 
ten  cent  and  2,«00,000  live  cent  silver  was 
ma<le,  and  about  lialf  as  many  in  1871,  and 
every  year  except  187:'.  some  coins  liave 
been  issued.  No  one  cent  coins  were 
issued  by  tlie  Dominion  government  until 
1876:  tlie  ten  million  issued  by  Canada 
in  18.58  and  18o9  apparently  suftict^l  for 
the  needs  of  the  four  provinces  until  tliat 
time. 

On  14th  April,  1871,  an  Act  passed  l)y 
the  Dominion  government  repealed  all  .\cts 
of  the  four  provinces  w!;;ch  were  not  in 
harmony  with  this  new  bill,  and  established 
decimal  currency  as  the  standard  money 
value  in  Canada.  The  bill  also  provided 
for  the  minting,  in  British  mints  only,  tlu' 
coinage  of  Canada.  This  li.is  always  been 
adhered   to. 

Kvery  coin,  as  is  entirely  tittinp  issued 
bv  Canada  in  1S.'>S  and  1859,  :i:.d  by  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  from  IS  70  to  1901. 
as  a  loval  and  true  Dominion  beyond  tlie 
sea,  bears  the  image  of  Queen  Victoria 
the  Good;  those  issued  from  190:i  to  TIO 
that  of  Kdward  the  Peacemaker.  From  1911 
'intil  191f>  tlie  bust  of  His  C.racious  Majesty 
King  George  V.  is  impressed  luon  every 
coin    issued    by   our   government. 


Canadian    Mint 

In  1901  a  l>ill  'mssed  by  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment provided  for  the  establishment  of 
ii  liranch  of  the  royal  mint  in  Canada,  and 
on  January  2nd,  190S,  at  Ottawa,  Their  Kx- 
cellencies  Karl  and  I>iidy  Grey,  the  latter 
turned  the  button  which  started  the  machin- 
ery, while  the  Governor-General  wielded  the 
lever  which  coined  the  first  Canadian  mint- 
ed coin,  a  50  cent  silver  piece.  Since  that 
time  28,760.000  copper  coins,  $6,;?6L',000  in 
silver  and  14,868,420  in  Canadian  gold  coins. 
The  lattei'.  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  have  only  been  issued  since  the  as- 
cension of  our  present  King  to  the  throne 
of  the  Kmpire. 

It  IS  worth  while  to  remark  that  the  Can- 
adian branch  of  the  royal  mint  has  demon- 
strated Canadian  loyalty  in  a  new  way  by 
minting  nearly  400,0()(i  Uritish  sovereigns, 
and  thus  providing  Hritish  gold  for  ship- 
ment to  New  York,  to  the  credit  of  the 
mother  country,  tlie  actual  gold  never  hav- 
ing crossed   the  ocean. 


Ifoth    senses   of   the   word,   estaii- 
completion    of   the   journey,    not 


This,   in 
lishe.:    the 

only  111  its  relation  to  the  currency  of  Can 
ada.  mit  that  of  Great  Britain  itself. 
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'From    Wampum    to    King's    Gold." 
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